Paws-on-line for Thursday, October 29, 2009
Welcome to this week’s edition of Wildcats Paws-on-line!  Remember, you can retrieve old editions of Paws-on-line from our website on the “PTA News” page (see “Paw-on-Line Archive”):

http://www.sevenlockspta.org/news.shtml
And as always, most of this information is on our SLES PTA website at www.sevenlockspta.org.
In This Message:
1. Halloween Parade tomorrow @ 1:30

2. Book Fair - last 2 days!

3. Treats-4-Troops candy drive
4. Reading Incentive Volunteers needed & Sheets collected tomorrow - 10/30
5. Lunch/Recess Corps Volunteers Still Needed
6. No School next Monday, Nov 2nd
7. PTA Mtg next Tu, Nov 3rd
8. Picture Day next Tu, Nov 3rd
9. SLES Grounds Beautification Day - Nov 7th
10. Reflections Program - Nov 11th 

11. SLES Family Night at LEDO’s on Nov 17th
12. MCPS Parent Academy Presents New Workshops
13. Churchill Cluster Schools Modernization Schedule
14. Hoover's Principal, Billie Jean Benson, wins award

1.  Halloween Parade tomorrow, Friday, Oct 30th @ 1:30
The Halloween parade starts at 1:30 tomorrow.  In case of rain, it will be held in the all-purpose room.  So remember to send in your kids’ costumes!
2.  Book Fair – last day tomorrow!

If you haven’t already, come check out the Book Fair in the Media Center before or after the Halloween Parade from 8:30-3:00 Sharp!

http://www.sevenlockspta.org/fundraising.shtml
3.  Treats-4-Troops candy drive 

Remember, MoverMoms is having a Treats-4-Troops candy drive for people to donate their extra Halloween candy to be shipped to troops.  The collection sites are on November 1st at:
 

Whitman High School, Whittier Boulevard in Bethesda (10-2)
Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School, East-West Highway in Bethesda (2-5)
4.  Reading Incentive Volunteers Needed & Sheets collected tomorrow - 10/30
The Reading Incentive Program is in need of volunteers on Friday mornings from 8:45-9:05 to hand out prizes to students.  This is one of the best volunteer jobs at Seven Locks!  Please contact Teri Stanish at teristanish@yahoo.com if you are available to help.

Also, kids can turn in their Level 1 reading sheet tomorrow morning for the best prize yet!  Can't find your packet?  You can find all the Reading Incentive information and forms at:

http://www.sevenlockspta.org/forms.shtml
5.  Lunch/Recess Corps Volunteers Still Needed
The lunch/recess corp is still looking for volunteers!  By volunteering to assist at lunch/recess, not only are you helping the school but it's also a good way to see your child and get to know his/her friends  (volunteer times are 11:30-12:30)  For more information please contact Greta Hando at ghando@verizon.net. 

6.  No School Monday, Nov 2nd
7.  PTA Mtg on Nov 3rd @ 7

Don't forget to mark your calendars for our PTA meeting next week on Nov 7th.   We will post the agenda on our website prior to the meeting.  You can find all PTA meeting dates, as well as Meeting Minutes, on our website on the PTA News link:

http://www.sevenlockspta.org/news.shtml

8.  Picture Day next Tu, Nov 3rd
Don’t forget that the photographer will be taking school pictures next Tuesday!

9.  SLES Grounds Beautification Day - Nov 7th
Next Saturday, Nov 7th, Trevor Myers and Andrea Keane-Myers will head up the beautification of our SLES grounds!  Please come out with your kids and gardening tools to help clean up, mulch and beautify the school grounds!
10.  Reflections Program – Nov 11th
The Reflections Art Show is less than 2 weeks away on Wednesday, November 11 at Seven Locks.  This years theme is...."Beauty is....."
Categories include: dance choreography, film production, literature, musical composition, photography, and the visual arts (which includes art forms such as drawing, painting, print making, and collage).
It’s not too late to sign up.  Please print out the STUDENT ENTRY FORM to submit with entries.  You can find and download all the Reflections Program information at:
http://www.sevenlockspta.org/events.shtml
If you have any questions, please contact Marianna Lancaster manstine@comcast.net or 240-499-8005.

11.  SLES Family Night at LEDO’s on Nov 17th

Come eat at or carryout from Ledo's on Tuesday, November 17th (5 pm - close). Seven Locks will get 20% of all in-dining sales. We will also receive 20% of take-out orders if you mention "Seven Locks".  So save the date and come join fellow students and parents at Ledo's on Nov 17th!  Note, this is the Westlake location (10301 Westlake Drive, next to Montgomery Mall).
12. MCPS Parent Academy Presents New Workshops
The MCPS Parent Academy is back with an exciting lineup of free workshops for parents. Brush up on algebra with the Math Dude, go behind the scenes at the MCPS food services facility and the transportation depot, take a tour of local college campuses, strengthen your advocacy skills, and much more. Workshops are held in schools and other locations throughout the county. Free child care and interpretation services are provided. For more information and to register, go to www.mcpsparentacademy.org
13.  Churchill Cluster Schools Modernization Schedule
THE CHURCHILL CLUSTER SCHOOLS NEED YOU! 
 WHO:       PARENTS, COMMUNITY MEMBERS, STUDENTS AND STAFF!
                  The more the better.  
WHY:        TO SHOW THE BOARD OF EDUCATION THAT WE MUST KEEP THE CHURCHILL CLUSTER SCHOOLS' MODERNIZATIONS ON SCHEDULE
The current economic climate may force the County and State governments to reduce the Capital Budget.  We can NOT let our cluster projects be delayed any longer.
WHEN:       NOVEMBER 12, 2009 at 7:00 PM
WHERE:     MCPS HEADQUARTERS
                      Carver Center
                      850 Hungerford Drive
                      Rockville, MD 
                      FREE PARKING
 
WHAT:           THE CHURCHILL CLUSTER COORDINATORS WILL BE TESTIFYING BEFORE THE BOARD OF EDUCATION REGARDING THE MCPS CAPITAL BUDGET WHICH IS THE BUDGET THAT FUNDS SCHOOL MODERNIZATIONS,  ADDITIONS, NEW ROOFS, NEW HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING  (HVAC) SYSTEMS, PORTABLES AND OTHER CAPITAL PROJECTS.  
ALL of our Cluster Schools with the exception of Bells Mill Elementary School NEED major capital improvements.  Potomac school facilities are among the last in Montgomery County to be modernized. We have waited while our projects have been delayed, and now it's our turn to experience 21st century facilities.  It is important to show the Board of Education that we have waited long enough. 
 NEEDS:        Cabin John MS - in middle of modernization - approved project - planned completion August 2011
 Seven Locks ES - modernization, addition and gymnasium - approved project* - planned completion Jan 2012
 Hoover MS - modernization - approved project* - planned completion August 2013
 Beverly Farms ES - modernization - approved project* - planned completion August 2013
 Wayside ES - modernization - programmed - planned completion August 2016
 Potomac ES - modernization - programmed - planned completion Jan 2018, needs new Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) System now!
 Winston Churchill HS - Needs new Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning  system - it was never replaced when the school was modernized in 2001
 * even though a project is listed as approved, it can still be delayed so don't be complacent. WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!  WE NEED IT NOW and throughout the year at our testimonies.  
NEW MODERN SCHOOLS benefit all of us by improving our neighborhood, whether or not our own children will experience the new schools.
 Thank you,
Churchill Cluster Coordinators 2009-2010
14. Hoover's Principal, Billie Jean Benson, wins prestigious award!
Press release, Oct. 21 2009:
Billie-Jean Bensen, principal of Herbert Hoover Middle School in Potomac, is the winner of this year’s Mark Mann Excellence and Harmony Award. MCPS gives the award annually to an administrator who has shown an exceptional ability to encourage academic excellence, positive human relations, and strong community outreach. The award is named in honor of Dr. Mark Mann, former principal of Parkland Junior High School, who died in 1988. 

Superintendent Jerry D. Weast presented the award at an October 21st meeting of MCPS administrators and supervisors. 

Staff and parents who nominated Bensen for the award praised her as a “21st century leader who realizes that developing and maintaining positive relationships with every student, staff member, and parent is integral to student success.” She is noted for digging deep into student data in order to focus instruction on the needs of individual students. 

In a letter notifying Bensen of her selection, Weast said, “You have an extensive record of excellence in educational leadership and community involvement, and you have made your school an exceptional place where students can and do succeed.” 

Benson began her career with MCPS in 1983 as a social studies teacher at Colonel Zadok Magruder High School. She also taught social studies at Watkins Mill and Thomas S. Wootton high schools. In 1998, she was named an assistant principal at James Hubert Blake High School and was serving as assistant principal at Earle B.Wood Middle School when she was appointed principal at Hoover in 2003.
