Paws-on-line for Tuesday, November 2, 2010


If you have any PTA-related announcements, please send Ruchi Sharma an email at ruchi321@yahoo.com for inclusion in the PoL. Remember, you can find all of this school year's PoL editions on our website on the "PTA News" page. Last year's editions can be found at the "Paws-on-Line Archive" link.
http://www.sevenlockspta.org/news.shtml
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5. Lunch/Recess Corps Volunteers Needed
6. Pumpkin Patch Thanks
7. Community Service Projects’ Results
8. MC Adventure for Gifted and Talented Students (Grades 4-6)
9. Letters About Literature – Reading & Writing Contest
10. Choral Concert – “Anything Goes”

11. Churchill’s Midnight Madness Kickoff

12. MCPS Shred Day – Nov 6th
13. Safety & Health Committee Chair Needed


1.  Treats-for-Troops Candy Collection

Too much candy from Halloween?  Here's the solution to your problem...donate unwanted, unopened candy to the troops in Afghanistan and Iraq and teach kids 
about the joys of giving and sharing!  MoverMoms, a volunteer organization located here in Bethesda, will be collecting candy from November 1-6 to send to the troops.  If you trust your kids to bring in the candy (smile), send it into school…we will be placing a well-guarded box near the front office for any candy donations starting tomorrow, Nov 3rd (no school Nov 1-2).  MoverMoms also has several drop-off locations during this week:

* Walt Whitman HS – Sat, Nov 6, 1-4 pm

* BCC HS – Sat, Nov 6, 1-5 pm

You can also drop off any donations to Ruchi Sharma's (Gandhi) house starting today (check directory for address).

http://sevenlockspta.org/getinvolved.shtml
2.  SLES Beautification Day this Saturday, Nov 6th 

This Saturday November 6th, Trevor Myers and Andrea Keane-Myers will head
up the beautification of our Seven Locks grounds at Radnor! Please come out
with your kids and gardening tools to help clean-up, mulch and beautify the
school grounds. We will start at 10 am…please come join!  Raindate is Sunday, November 7th.
3.  Reflections Art Show coming Nov 10th 
Sign up your child to participate in the REFLECTIONS ART & LITERATURE SHOW by Monday, November 8th.  The Show is scheduled for Wednesday, Nov 10th.

The theme this year is "Together we can...".  Categories are: Literature, Visual Arts, Photography, Musical Compostition, Dance Choreography, and Film Producation. For rules and documents go to http://www.ptareflections.org/cs/rules_and_documents.

To register your child, contact Marianna Lancaster at: manstine@comcast.net. Please do not forget to list the category in which you child intends to participate.

Look forward to seeing you at the show on Nov 10 in Seven Locks All Purpose Room.

 http://sevenlockspta.org/events.shtml
4.  Math Incentive
This Friday, November 5th is the first day students can bring in their Math Incentive Level I form to receive a prize.  So don't forget to sign and send in the form this Friday.  If you need an extra copy, go to Seven Locks PTA website and look under “Incentive Programs”.
http://sevenlockspta.org/incentiveprograms.shtml
5.  Lunch/Recess Corps Volunteers Needed

Please volunteer for Lunch/Recess Corps for November!  Now, it is even easier – just sign up by going on www.SignUpGenius.com/go/november127 .   You can sign up weekly, monthly, or whenever you like.  Grades K and 2 have recess from 11:15-11:45, lunch from 11:45-12:15.  Grades 1 and 4 have lunch from 11:15-11:45 and recess from 11:45-12:15.  Grades 3 and 5 have lunch and recess from 12:15-1:15.  Thanks for your help!  Any questions, please contact Joy Evans at joyevans1@verizon.net.

6.  Pumpkin Patch Thanks

Many thanks to everyone who helped make Pumpkin Patch a big success!  Mother Nature did her part to make the day enjoyable but we never could pull together this type of activity without so many volunteers.  A special thanks to Yasmin Veizis for our very spooky haunted house and the rest of the crew who took the lead on coordinating their grade's Pumpkin Patch activities, including Lynn Rudolf, Karen DePirri, Susan Campion, Colleen Wordock, Greta Hando, Karen Irwin, Linda Bedingfield and Lauren Kline.  Thanks again everyone! (from Vicki and Scott Langerman)
And thanks to the Langermans for pulling off another successful Pumpkin Patch for the seventh straight year!
7.  Community Service Projects’ Results
Thank you to everyone who handed in and participated in the Help the Homeless Miniwalk last month. We had 196 walkers and $2442.95 which was 20% more than last year (in actuality, I imagine there were more walkers than that, but those are the number of forms we received).  The kids help raise money for a very important cause and had fun doing it!

Also thanks to everyone who donated costumes and coats over the past 2 weeks for Rosemont Elementary.  We took over almost seven big bags for the kids and families in the Linkages to Learning program!
8.  MC Adventure for Gifted and Talented Students (Grades 4-6)

Each year, Montgomery College hosts MC Adventures, where students discover science, humanities and the arts!  Students attend small group sessions during the day that they select from a wide range of offerings. These sessions provide students with hands-on enrichment opportunities to explore topics outside of their regular school curriculum. 

The first MC Adventure session for the school year will take place on Saturday, November 13, 2010 at the Takoma/Silver Spring Campus of Montgomery College.

For further information, or to view the schedule for all 4 sessions, visit www.montgomerycollege.edu/youth or call 240-567-7264 or 240-567-7917.

9.  Letters About Literature – Reading & Writing Contest

The Maryland Center for the Book announces the start of Letters About Literature, a national reading and writing contest for students. 

Letters About Literature is the signature program of the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress. Readers in grades 4 through 12 enter this contest by writing a personal letter to an author, living or dead, from any genre - fiction or nonfiction, contemporary or classic, explaining how that author's work changed the student's way of thinking about the world or themselves. 
Once again this year there will be state and national prizes for children and also awards of thousands of dollars in library grants.  The national winners themselves help to select the library that will receive the grants.  What a powerful way for a young person to make a difference in his or her school or community!   Over the past few years Maryland has had a national first place winner and national honors winner and Monocacy Middle School and St. Martin's-in-the-Field Day School libraries have been the recipients of prestigious library grants totaling 11,000 dollars!  Last year's Maryland winner has been selected to read her letter to author Katherine Paterson at the National Book Festival in Washington, DC. 
Letters About Literature in Maryland is sponsored by the Maryland Center for the Book, a program of the Maryland Humanities Council.  In 2009 the Council established the Maryland Letters About Literature Christine D. Sarbanes Teacher of the Year award to recognize outstanding Maryland educators. 

More information and contest guidelines are available on the Maryland Humanities Council's website  http://www.mdhc.org/programs/maryland-center-for-the-book/letters-about-literature   

Please note, entries must be postmarked by December 10, 2010.

10.  Churchill’s Choral Concert – “Anything Goes”

Sail off with us on wonderful adventure as Winston Churchill High School puts on Cole Porter’s “Anything Goes”:
Friday evening 11/5 7:30 pm                                                                            
Saturday evening 11/6 @ 7:30pm

Tickets are on sale at the WCHS box office everyday at lunchtime the weeks of 11/3-11/5.  The box office also opens one hour before each show.  Or buy tickets on line at Seatyourself.biz.
11.  Churchill’s Midnight Madness Kickoff

Get ready and get pumped for the 2010-11 Churchill basketball season! Our 5th annual Midnight Madness kickoff event will be on Friday, November 19th from 8-9:15pm. We will introduce this year's boys and girls teams. There will be free t-shirts for the first 200 students, a hot DJ, fan and player contests, a dunk contest, a guest performance by local professional, and other great prizes. We want all of the future Churchill Bulldogs from Seven Locks ES to come out for a great night. 
For more information check out our website at www.leaguelineup.com/churchillboysbasketball 

Matt Miller, Winston Churchill HS, Varsity Boys' Basketball Coach

12.  MCPS Shred Day – Nov 6th
MCPS is proud to offer free paper-shredding service on Saturday, November 6, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. @ Seneca Valley High School (parking lot off Crystal Rock Drive).  Please call 240-314-1090 if you have any questions.

13.  Safety & Health Committee Chair Needed
Would you like to stay informed and weigh in on Safety/Health related issues as they affect our students and schools? See our focus for this school year and please join our brand NEW E-LIST if you're interested!  We encourage every school to designate a “Safety & Health Committee Chair” and to have at least one person from every school on this e-list receiving timely updates. 

Just send me your email address and I'll make you a member…DonnaPfeiffer@gmail.com  It's that easy!  

Keep your school community in the loop and join the new SAFETY & HEALTH  Committee E-List!


Safety Related Topics:
 
* Monitoring the implementation of the MCPS Security Plan, including the SRO (School Resource Officers) program.

* Implementation of the new bullying policy

* Pedestrian safety

* Advocating for healthy school environments and the provision of resources to the local
schools for health and substance abuse issues. 
 
Health Related Topics: 
 
* The quality of cafeteria food
 
* Effective prevention and intervention programs
 
* Mental and physical health support services
 
Questions? Please contact us!  

Donna Pfeiffer: donnapfeiffer@gmail.com, 301-370-3200 
Susan Burkinshaw: susan.burkinshaw@verizon.net, 301-758-6995 
Health Committee issues: Carroll Lovelace clovelace3@comcast.net, 240-461-8313
