Paws-on-line for Monday, October 4, 2010


If you have any PTA- related announcements, please send Ruchi Sharma an email at ruchi321@yahoo.com for inclusion in the PoL. Remember, you can find all of this school year's PoL editions on our website on the "PTA News" page. Last year's editions can be found at the "Paws-on-Line Archive" link.
http://www.sevenlockspta.org/news.shtml
	 

In Today's Edition:

1. PTA Meeting Tu, Oct 5th
2. Homeless Mini-Walk on Oct 6th
3. 5th Grade Parents' Social this Saturday, Oct 9th 
4. Upcoming Parents’ Socials

5. Open House next Monday, October 11th 
6. Annual Costumes & Coats Drive starts this Tuesday
7. Math Incentive Program
8. Reading Incentive Program
9. Pumpkin Patch coming Oct 24th 
10. Fundraising – Grocery Stores & Box Tops
11. Information Meetings for Elementary Center Programs for the Highly Gifted (HGC) for 3rd Grade Parents
12. Parent and Student Information Meetings for Middle School Magnet Programs for 5th Grade Parents
13. No School next Friday, Oct 15th 
 


 

1.  PTA Meeting Tuesday, Oct  5th
The PTA will hold a meeting in the Media Center this Tuesday.  Mrs. Gordon will present a topic starting at 7 pm with the official PTA business starting 7:30.  This is a great opportunity to meet your PTA Board and stay on top of all school-related issues, and bring up any issues you may to discuss.
2.  Homeless Mini-Walk on Oct 6th
The Help the Homeless Mini-Walk at Seven Locks ES is this Wednesday (the 6th)!  Your child will be hopping/skipping/jumping and running around the field during their recess.  All you have to do to help local homeless shelters--if you haven't already done so--is return the blue registration form with your signature as soon as possible (you can also find it at the PTA website:  http://sevenlockspta.org/getinvolved.shtml).  All who return a form--with or without a donation--will receive a tshirt. Parents are welcome to join us as well!   Please note that we need a separate form for each child.  Thank you to those of you who have already handed in their forms.  

Reminder:  Please return your child's form even if he/she is already participating in a walk at your church or congregation, or you prefer not to donate.  The grant (up to $125,000 to help Community Based Shelter and Sophia House in Rockville, amongst others) is based on the number of returned forms so each one helps!
If you have any questions, please contact Nanci Sundel at the.Sundels@verizon.net. Thank you for your support!
http://sevenlockspta.org/getinvolved.shtml
3. 5rd Grade Parents' Social this Saturday, Oct 9th
Reminder for parents of 5rd graders...the parents’ social is this Saturday evening (Oct 9th) at Ruchi Sharma & Apoorva Gandhi’s home.  If you have a 5rd grader and have not received the evite, please contact Ruchi Sharma at ruchi321@yahoo.com Please be sure to rsvp if you haven’t already so the hosts can properly plan and prepare for the party.
http://sevenlockspta.org/events.shtml
4. Upcoming Parents' Social
Hopefully parents of Kindergartners and 3rd Graders attended the PTA Socials held recently.  A very special thanks to the hosts, Lisa Bleier & Rodney Tanner (K) and Joy and Rick Evans (3rd), for opening their homes to SLES parents!

The schedule for the remaining PTA Socials is as follows:
Oct 9th - 5th Grade (hosted by Ruchi Sharma & Teri Stanish) 

Oct 16th - 2nd Grade (hosted by Kip Young ) 

Oct 22nd - 1st Grade (hosted by Daphne Keshishian)

Oct 23rd - 4th Grade (hosted by Karen DePirri) 

This is a great way for new--and veteran--parents to meet other parents from school (adults only!).  Each parent will be asked to bring an appetizer, dessert, and/or beer/wine. We look forward to an evening of conversation, cocktails and culinary delights. The host(s) will send Evites to all parents closer to the dates so be on the lookout for that as the date approaches.

 http://sevenlockspta.org/events.shtml
5.  Open House next Monday, October 11th 

This year’s Open House will be next Monday morning, Oct 11th (Columbus holiday for many parents).  Parents are encouraged to visit their kid(s)’ classes between 9:20-11:30.  The Open House provides an opportunity for parents to sample part of their child’s school day.

6.  3rd Annual Costumes & Coats Drive starts this Tueday
We will be collecting gently used Halloween costumes and winter coats to donate to the Linkages to Learning families at Rosemont Elementary School starting this Tuesday. Please send or bring in donations and put in the box near the school’s front office.  Costumes and coats in all sizes will be accepted. .  Please contact Ruchi Sharma at ruchi321@yahoo.com or Nanci Sundel at the.sundels@verizon.net if you have any questions.  Thanks!

http://sevenlockspta.org/getinvolved.shtml
7.  Math Incentive Program

The Math Incentive Program officially started Friday, September 24.  Hopefully your children are diligently working away at mastering their basic skills. Please check the Seven Locks PTA websites for forms if you need additional ones.
http://sevenlockspta.org/incentiveprograms.shtml
8.  Reading Incentive Program

The Reading Incentive Program this year is "Wii Read", and was kicked off at an assembly on Wednesday.  The teachers performed a skit where they acted as characters of MarioKart.  The characters were doing their favorite thing, racing, when each one swerved around a banana peel and were met by the Reading Fairy, who brought them "back on track" with reading.  

 

Your child should have brought home a multipage packet with a top sheet in gold labeled "Wii Read".  Please read through the packet and keep it in a safe place, as all of these sheets can be filled out and turned in to school on Fridays (starting 10/22) for a prize.  When you are visiting the school, please stop by and see the Reading Incentive bulletin board outside of the Media Center.  We will keep track of student and grade progress throughout the next several months.  Please check the Seven Locks PTA websites for forms if you need additional ones.  Teri Stanish & Linda Bedingfield chair this activity.
http://sevenlockspta.org/incentiveprograms.shtml
9.  Pumpkin Patch coming Oct 24th
Mark your calendar now!  Seven Locks' annual fall festival Pumpkin Patch will be held on Sunday, October 24 from 11:00 - 2:00 pm at our Seven Locks holding school. Bring your whole family and enjoy a haunted house, pumpkin painting, Bottlemania and lots of other seasonal activities.  Don't miss this fun fall favorite!

NOTE:  Pumpkin Patch relies heavily on parent volunteers (since each grade is responsible for staffing two of the activities) so stay tuned for more information about your grade's activities and please volunteer to work a shift at Pumpkin Patch if you can.
http://sevenlockspta.org/events.shtml
10. Fundraising – Grocery Stores & Box Tops
Easy way to fundraise for Seven Locks...
Seven Locks participates in several fundraising programs in local grocery stores. If you and/or any of your family members shop at GIANT, SAFEWAY and/or HARRIS TEETER, please send Noemi Fischer an email at noemi@globalfischer.com and provide your card number(s) to designate Seven Locks ES as the beneficiary of all of your spending. 
Remember, even if you registered your cards last year, you must re-register this year for our school to receive credit.
Also, be sure to clip and send in all your box tops!  It’s an easy way to raise funds for the school! 
http://sevenlockspta.org/fundraising.shtml
11.  Information Meetings for Elementary Center Programs for the Highly Gifted (HGC) for 3rd Grade Parents
Now is the time to begin considering whether you want your child to apply for acceptance into one of the eight Elementary Center Programs for the Highly Gifted (HGC). The HGC is a two-year program, for students in 4th and 5th grade, which enriches, accelerates and extends the MCPS curriculum for students who need a different pace of learning from that available at their home schools. There are eight HGCs across the county; each serves two or more high school clusters. 

MCPS is holding two parent information meetings. You are welcome to attend either one. The content is the same and will apply to all eight HGCs. Both meetings begin at 7pm. Spanish presentations will be available.

Wednesday, October 6
Location: John F. Kennedy High School

Tuesday, October 26
Location: Seneca Valley High School

The application deadline is Monday, November 8, 2010.

To learn more about the HGC Program, and parent information meetings, including addresses for both locations, please visit:
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/enrichedinnovative/events/elementary.aspx
12. Parent and Student Information Meetings for Middle School Magnet Programs for 5th Grade Parents
MCPS is holding several upcoming Parent and Student Information Meetings for its 6th-8th grade middle school magnet programs. All meetings begin at 7pm. Spanish presentations will be available at all meetings.

The Middle School Magnet Consortium (MSMC) is made up of three schools -- Argyle, Loiederman, and Parkland middle schools -- each of which offers an innovative and challenging magnet curriculum. Argyle focuses on digital design and development; Loiederman offers a creative and performing arts focus; and Parkland provides students the opportunity to explore math and science through aerospace technology and robotic engineering. Admission is based upon a Choice (lottery) process open to all Montgomery County students who are currently in Grade 5.

In October, each MSMC school will hold individual open houses, providing information about the unique magnet programs offered by the school. Both parents and their 5th grade child(ren) are encouraged to attend.

Thursday, October 7
Parkland Middle School Magnet Open House

Thursday, October 14
Argyle Middle School Magnet Open House

Monday, October 25
A. Mario Loiederman Middle School Magnet Open House

Middle School Magnet Application Programs

The Middle School Magnet Application Programs provide rigorous and engaging programs in Humanities and Communication and in Math and Science. Admission to these programs is competitive. Students submit an application, teacher recommendations, and grades, and take special testing in December.

Monday, October 18
Humanities and Communication Magnet Program
Eastern Middle School Magnet Parent & Student Information Meeting

Tuesday, October 26
Mathematics, Science, Computer Science Magnet Program
Takoma Park Middle School Magnet Parent & Student Information Meeting

The Application/Choice form deadline for all programs is Monday, November 8, 2010.

To learn more about these programs, and addresses to all meeting locations, please visit http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/enrichedinnovative/events/middle.aspx
13.  No School next Friday, Oct 15th 
