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2009-2010 Reading Incentive Program

***PLEASE KEEP ALL ATTACHED SHEETS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM***

DO NOT THROW THIS AWAY!!!

Parents' Guide to the Reading Incentive Program

The PTA's Reading Incentive Program is a popular, annual program that encourages our children to read (or be read to) on a regular basis.  This year’s theme for the Reading Incentive Program is Survivor Seven Locks – Outwit, Outlast, Outread - based very loosely on the reality television show.  The kids will take an exciting and adventurous trip through the wonderful world of reading and progress through five different levels each designated as a different genre of books:  Fantasy, Sports, Mystery, Animals and Biography.  They can earn great prizes along the way as a reward for their dedication to reading. 
We kicked off this year’s program at an assembly today.  During the assembly, some of the Seven Locks teachers performed a skit.  The teachers played the parts of children who were a bit narrow-minded in their interests, and preferred other hobbies and activities (such as video games, sports, listening to music, or performing science experiments) over reading.  The students learned that not only can they learn more about the things that they are passionate about, but reading can open up new areas of interest for them as well.  Ask your child how he or she liked seeing the teachers hamming it up on stage!

The purpose of this program is to make reading fun and promote the habit of reading or being read to for at least 20 minutes on a daily basis.  Research shows that reading every day improves students’ overall reading and writing skills.  Please note that this is a VOLUNTARY program for all students and students can read whatever interests them.  The program will run September 24th through the end of February.
How it Works
Students, with the help of their parents, will be asked to keep track on a daily basis of the time they’ve spent reading or being read to.  All students, from Kindergarten through fifth grade, are encouraged to participate.  Any kind of reading -- hard books, easy books, magazines, the sports page -- counts. 

We have attached five Survivor Seven Locks reading sheets to help your student track their time reading/being read to.  Students may draw a star or simply check a box for each day that they have read/been read to for 20 minutes or longer.  Each sheet accounts for 20 days of reading.  On Fridays, beginning October 23rd, please send the sheet to school with your child.  The sheets will be collected by parent volunteers, and each student will receive their reading “incentive," a prize. The program is designed to encourage students to read, so please make sure to support your child and track their progress daily.
Survivor Seven Locks Levels

To help track your child’s progress in the program, we have developed 5 different levels.  Once your child has completed each 20-day reading sheet, they will progress to the next level.  The levels correspond to different genres of books, which are merely SUGGESTIONS to find new reading subjects.  Again, your child is free to read whatever interests them!
These are ideas, meant spark their interest if they’re having trouble finding books to read.  Even if your child doesn’t choose books from the suggested genre for each level, they will still progress from one level to the next as long as they complete their 20-day reading sheet.
Level 1  Fantasy
· Magic Tree House by Mary Pope Osborne

· Harry Potter by J.K. Rowling

· Warriors, the New Prophecy Series by Erin Hunter

· Warriors, Power of Three Series by Erin Hunter

· Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine

· Igrain the Brave by Cornelia Funke

· Redwall Series by Brian Jacques

· Inkheart Series by Cornelia Funke

· City of Ember by Jeanne Du Prau               

· Time Warp Trio

Level 2   Sports
· Matt Christopher Books

· Dan Gutman Books 

· (Baseball books):  Jim & Me, Ray & Me, Honus & Me, Jackie & Me, Mickey & Me, Babe & Me
· (Soccer)The Million Dollar Kick

Level 3   Mystery
· Cam Jansen by D. Adler

· Polka Dot Private Eye by P.R. Giff

· Houdini Club Mystery by D. Adler

· Sammy Keyes Series by Van Draanen

· Boxcar Children Series by Gertrude Warner

· A to Z Mysteries by Ron Roy

Level 4   Animals
· Shiloh           

· Marley: a dog like no other by John Grogan

· Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White

· Wreck of the Ethie by Hilary Hyland

· Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate Di Camillo

Level 5
Biography
· A Picture Book of_________series by David A. Adler

· Series by Jean Fritz, Why don’t you get a horse, Sam Adams?
You can’t miss the Reading Incentive bulletin board - it is just outside of the office in the school's front hall, and is covered with palm trees on islands (one island for each grade).  When your child turns in their Level 1 reading sheet, their name will be put on one of the palms tree on their grade’s island.   When they reach level 3, a school picture will accompany their name.  There will also be a competition among the grades to see which grade has the highest levels of participation and a special treat.  The grade in the lead will win “immunity” and will get their grade number/letter posted on “Immunity Island”.  Weekly announcements will keep the students apprised of how their grade is doing in this friendly competition. 

The Goal of the Program

The goal of the reading incentive program is to encourage all SLES to read for fun on a daily basis.  We have developed individual, grade and overall school goals and incentives to encourage student participation.    

1.  Individual Goals - At the end of each month, those students who have read 20 minutes a day for 20 days will receive a prize and pass through to the next level. 
2.  Grade-Level Goals - For each grade that has at least 50% of the students finish all five levels, we will provide a special treat.  The grade with the highest overall participation will receive an extra recess and a pizza party at lunch!
3. School-Wide Goals - If more than 75% of all SLES students participate, then all students will get to go on a special field trip in the spring.  Past field trips have included trips to the Kennedy Center, Bethesda's Imagination Stage, and the Glen Echo Puppet Theater.    

Getting Involved in the Program

Every parent can get involved by helping their child successfully complete the program.  If you are interested in volunteering with the program and helping to distribute prizes on Friday mornings, please email teristanish@yahoo.com
Thanks go out to all the wonderful SLES parents who are developing this fun and creative program for the 2009-2010 school year: Teri Stanish, Linda Bedingfield, Anne Knife, Debbie Brinkman, Lisa Rindner and Lori Dodd.   
Thank you parents for your support and encouraging your child to read!

Tips For Helping Your Child Get Into the Habit of Reading

1.  Set a time

2.  When you find an

3.  Talk to 

 

     and place 

     author  you like,

               someone



    for reading 

     read other books

     about what


    daily.


     by the same author.

      you are reading.

Program Promise 
I promise to participate in the program and try to read (or be read to) at least 20 minutes each night.  
Student’s Signature

I promise to encourage my child’s participation in the program throughout the  year by reading with and/or to my child, and asking questions about what they’ve read. 
Parent’s Signature

PUT THIS ON YOUR REFRIGERATOR AT HOME AS A DAILY REMINDER OF YOUR COMMITMENT TO READ THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR!

