Paws-on-line for Tuesday, May 3, 2010

Welcome to this week's edition of Wildcats Paws-on-line! Remember, you can find all previous editions of Paws-on-line on our website on the "PTA News" page (see "Paws-on-Line Archive"):
http://www.sevenloc kspta.org/ news.shtml
 
In This Message:

1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]PTA Meeting tomorrow, Tuesday (5/4)
2. Change for Next Year’s Directory – Data Collection and Advertising




1.  PTA Meeting tomorrow (5/4)
Please mark your calendars for the final PTA meeting of the year tomorrow, Tuesday, May 4th.  PTA business begins at 7:30 p.m. after Mrs. Gordon presents from 7 – 7:30 p.m.  We will be electing next year’s officers and discussing remaining activities for the year.  In addition, we hope to hear your ideas about things to do and improve for next year.  Hope to see you there!

2.  Change for Next Year’s Directory – Data Collection and Advertising

I would like to inform everyone about an exciting change to the way we do the school directory.  After researching ways to improve the process for data collection and putting together the directory, we were introduced to Mike Schoen, President of a company called School Directorese (also a Fallsmead Elementary School parent).  In the last few years, Mike has been in charge of putting together directories for many area schools including Beverly Farms, Potomac Elementary, Bells Mill and others.  

Mike provides software that we will use to update our directory information online, and then works with the directory editor to put together a final product.  The finished product is very nice and consists of a spiral bound directory than can be easily opened to any page, an improvement from the stapled version we currently have.

Best of all, there is no cost to the PTA!  Mike earns his money through selling advertisements in the directory.  The Seven Locks PTA will get 20% of all proceeds from advertising, while he keeps the rest.  We expect that we will not only break even (as we have done in the past), but actually make some funds for the PTA.  

Before the end of the school year, you will all receive an email with a link to update your directory information for next year.  The hope is that by starting early and having everyone type in their own personal information, the directory will be a better product for us all to use and will have fewer errors.  

For the past several years, we have been offering advertising in the directory at below market rates.  Mike has agreed to provide discounted rates to all former sponsors and all SLES parents who want to advertise.  The rates for a full page will be $150 and a half page will be $100.  These rates are about 1/2 of what he can get on the marketplace.  The back cover will be $650 and the back and front inside covers will be $500 and these rates will not be available at half price discount.  We will continue to offer parents the opportunity to write a personal message to their kids for $15, the same price as last year.  Mike will not be coordinating the personal messages; they will be handled by the directory editor.  

Mike is committed to keeping our traditional timetable of having the directories ready by Back to School night, as we have in years past.  Laura Neal will be working with Mike over the summer to update the information for the 2010-2011 school year.

We think everyone will appreciate the new process and the new product that Mike can help us create.
