[image: image1.png]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]



2011-2012 Reading Incentive Program

MISSION BLASTOFF READ
***PLEASE KEEP ALL ATTACHED SHEETS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM***

DO NOT THROW THIS AWAY!!!

Parents' Guide to the Reading Incentive Program

The PTA's Reading Incentive Program is a popular, annual program that encourages our children to read (or be read to) on a regular basis.  This year’s theme for the Reading Incentive Program is “MISSION BLASTOFF READ.”  We have chosen this theme to honor the retirement of our Nations’ Space Shuttle Program.  Our mottos throughout the program will be, “Explore the Universe with Books,” and “Reading Can Take You Out of This World!” The students will take an exciting and adventurous trip through the wonderful world of reading and progress through different levels named after NASA retired space shuttles, Enterprise, Discovery, Atlantis and Endeavour.  Of course to make the kick-off fun, they will start with Level 1 – Launch! They can earn great prizes along the way as a reward for their dedication to reading. 
We kicked off this year’s program at an assembly today.  During the assembly, some of the Seven Locks teachers performed a skit.  The teachers played the parts of students with varying interests like, Miss Adventure and Mr. Sporty.  These characters were a bit narrow-minded in their interests and got some wonderful guidance from Astronaut John Glenn about what books could take them OUT OF THIS WORLD!  Ask your child how they enjoyed seeing the teachers up on stage.  It was a fun program for all.
The purpose of this program is to make reading fun and promote the habit of reading or being read to for at least 20 minutes on a daily basis.  Research shows that reading every day improves students’ overall reading and writing skills.  Please note that this is a VOLUNTARY program for all students and students can read whatever interests them. 
How it Works
Students, with the help of their parents, will be asked to keep track on a daily basis of the time they’ve spent reading or being read to.  All students, from Kindergarten through fifth grade, are encouraged to participate.  Any kind of reading -- hard books, easy books, magazines, the sports page -- counts. 

We have attached five “Mission Blastoff Read” reading sheets to help your student track their time reading/being read to.  Students may fill in a star or simply check a star for each day that they have read/been read to for 20 minutes or longer.  Each sheet accounts for 20 days of reading.  This year, due to a school holiday, we will have out first sheet collection on Thursday, October 20, 2011.  All other sheets collections will be on Fridays.  The “due” dates are listed on each sheet.  The sheets will be collected by parent volunteers, and each student will receive their reading “incentive," prize. The program is designed to encourage students to read, so please make sure to support your child and track their progress daily.
“Mission Blastoff Read” Levels

To help track your child’s progress in the program, we have developed 5 different levels.  Once your child has completed each 20-day reading sheet, they will progress to the next level.
You can’t miss the Reading Incentive bulletin board - it is located just outside of the Media Center and is covered with the world and space shuttles.  When your child turns in their Level 1 reading sheet, their name will be put on one of the shuttles under their class shuttle.  When they reach level 3, a school picture will accompany their name on their shuttle.  The students love to find their “shuttle” and look for their classmates, too. Weekly announcements will keep the students apprised of how their class is doing in this friendly competition.
The Goal of the Program

The goal of the reading incentive program is to encourage all SLES to read for fun on a daily basis.  We have developed individual, class and overall school goals and incentives to encourage student participation.    

1.  Individual Goals - At the end of each month, those students who have read 20 minutes a day for 20 days will receive a prize and pass through to the next level. 
2.  Class Goals - For each class that has at least 50% of the students finish all five levels, we will provide a special treat.  The three classes with the highest overall participation will receive a pizza party at lunch!
3. School-Wide Goals - If more than 75% of all SLES students participate, then all students will get to go on a special field trip in the spring.  Past field trips have included trips to the Kennedy Center, Bethesda's Imagination Stage, and the Glen Echo Puppet Theater.    

Getting Involved in the Program

Every parent can get involved by helping their child successfully complete the program.  If you are interested in volunteering with the program and helping to distribute prizes on Friday mornings, please email Susan Campion at Campionks@verizon.net or Flavia Ferreiro at flaviaferreiro@gmail.com.
Thank you parents for your support and encouraging your child to read!

Tips For Helping Your Child Get Into the Habit of Reading

1.  Set a time

2.  When you find an

3.  Talk to 

 

     and place 

     author  you like,

               someone



    for reading 

     read other books

     about what


    daily.


     by the same author.

      you are reading.

Program Promise 
I promise to participate in the program and try to read (or be read to) at least 20 minutes each night.  
Student’s Signature

I promise to encourage my child’s participation in the program throughout the  year by reading with and/or to my child, and asking questions about what they’ve read. 
Parent’s Signature

PUT THIS ON YOUR REFRIGERATOR AT HOME AS A DAILY REMINDER OF YOUR COMMITMENT TO READ THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR!

